State perspective on ways to improve radiation protection principles.
State radiation regulators have a broad scope of regulatory authority. They are responsible for regulating both man-made and naturally occurring radioactive material, radiation-producing machines, and nonionizing sources of radiation. This broad-scope authority presents challenges to state radiation regulatory agencies that must implement and maintain a regulatory framework that incorporates radiation safety principles for all types of uses, without unduly hindering effective use of sources of radiation. The challenges include resource allocation, prioritization of risk in order to appropriately allocate resources, and the ability to effectively predict and respond to changing risk-informed priorities. Changes in radiation protection principles and policies must be accomplished through a partnership of stakeholders to be most effective and to meet these challenges.